Name______________________________________


1950s WebQuest

Welcome to the 1950s! Through this webquest you will be exploring the culture and trends of the 1950s. Remember to record what you find on your worksheet.

Task 1:  Congratulations! You have just been married. After looking at the Home Economics Textbook, answer the questions that follow. 
Website: http://www.colorado.edu/AmStudies/lewis/film/gdhwife.htm
1a. Write down one of the “tips” given to housewives from the Home Economics textbook.   
1b. Which other tip did you like or which one bothered you the most? Why? 
Task 2: Time to move to the suburbs! You and your spouse have decided to buy a house in Levittown, PA. Look at the four different models and decide which one fits your style and needs best.

Website: http://statemuseumpa.org/levittown/one/d.html
2. What Levittown model did you chose and what were some of the features of the home? (Copy and paste a picture of the model you chose below)  
2b. Why was Levittown so attractive to American families?

Task 3: You need a new car to park in your new garage. Check out these classic cars and choose one you would like to have.

Website: http://www.retrowaste.com/1950s/cars-in-the-1950s/
3a. What new features did cars have in the 1950s? 

3b.What car did you pick out (can choose a sports car, a luxury car or a family car)?  Copy and paste a copy of the car you chose in the space below.
Task 4:  To celebrate buying a new car you and your spouse decide to go to the drive-in for dinner and a movie.

Website: http://www.driveintheater.com/history/1950.htm
4.  Why do you think drive-in restaurants and theaters were so popular?

Task 5: You received a new tv as a wedding present. One of your favorite shows is I Love Lucy - you and your family never miss an episode! Watch as much of the episode below in order to answer the question.  In the episode Lucy and Ethel work at a chocolate factory.

Website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WmAwcMNxGqM
5.  Looking at this episode in particular, why do you think that I Love Lucy was so popular?  What might she represent to her audience?

Task 6: Advertising is becoming more widespread through the use of tv. One commercial you often see while watching I Love Lucy is this ad from their sponsor, Philip Morris. 

Website: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sbrqm0Jt7q4
 
6.  Did this advertisement make cigarettes look appealing? Why or why not? 
6b. How did the ad portray the “everyday American housewife”? 

6c. What are some current products that celebrities are promoting in 2016?
Task 7:  Variety shows were also popular during the 1950s and the Ed Sullivan Show was one of the best. Click on the link above to read more about the show. You will have to select the letter E from the alphabet and search for his show title’s.

http://www.museum.tv/eotv/eotv.htm
7. Why would a variety show like Ed Sullivan appeal to Americans? What are one or two modern shows that are similar to his show?

Elvis was a frequent guest on the Ed Sullivan Show. Click on the link below to watch a clip of Elvis on the show. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MMmljYkdr-w
8a. What song is Elvis singing in the clip? Can you name any other Elvis songs you know?

Not all teenagers were allowed to watch Elvis though and his performances were often censored. Click on the link below to read more about censorship in the 1950s.

Websites: http://entertainment.howstuffworks.com/elvis-presley-biography12.htm
8b. Why and how was Elvis censored on the Ed Sullivan show? 

9. Elvis was considered a heartthrob amongst the teenagers. Who are some current musical heartthrobs in 2016? (Attach 2 appropriate photos to this webquest).
Task 8: When riding in your new car you love listening to the radio. One of your favorite artists is Johnny Cash. Go to YouTube and search for a Johnny Cash song to listen to.
Website: www.youtube.com 

10.  Which Johnny Cash song did you listen to?  Did you like it?  Why or why not?

Task 9: Fashion was an important part of the 1950s. Click the link below to learn about the fashion choices for men and teenage girls. 
Website: Men: http://fiftiesweb.com/fashion/1950s-mens-fashion/
               Teenage girls: http://fiftiesweb.com/fashion/1950s-teen-clothes/
11.  What were two choices men had in the 1950s? Select your favorite option and copy and paste that option below. 
12. Copy and paste a picture of which option you feel would be the most popular with teenage girls in 2016? Why would this be a popular choice?

Task 10:  Slang has been used for quite a long time.  Identify five slang words from the 1950s that teens used and give their definition below.  Slang words must be from a variety of letters of the alphabet.

13.  Website: http://fiftiesweb.com/pop/1950s-slang/
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